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CHILDREN IN CARE CHAMPION UPDATE 
 
 
I have attended a Care Leavers Forum for the Carlisle area held at the Youth Zone 
and fed back the young people’s comments and concerns to the Corporate Parenting 
Board which was held the day after and these will be actioned by Children’s 
Services. The young people wanted their comments to get back to Social Services 
and councillors to be actioned. 
 
Carlisle Local Committee Children and Young People’s Working Group met on 
4 June and the following was discussed: 
 

 The Local Committee allocated £50,000 to target obesity and mental 
health in children.  The Group looked at this and a suggestion was that 
we look at information from County Council’s Schools Team and the NHS 
to see what work was already being done in schools and with young 
people with mental health issues.  At the next meeting see what value we 
could bring to addressing mental health issues in young people using 
some of the funds. 
 

 Regarding childhood obesity the Group looked at a report and requested 
an update report with comparison data to the rest of the County not just 
the Carlisle area so we could understand the problems and issues.  Also 
in this report we looked after children and NEET figures for the Carlisle 
area again we requested an update of this for the next meeting. 

 

 Children looked after and children and young people’s service 
presentation at the last Local Committee as passed to this group to look 
at it in detail.  The points raised in the presentation were: 

 
 Foster carer recruitment and we suggested going out into the rural 

communities and seeing if there could be an uptake with a possible 
career opportunity fully time. 

 Influence commissioning of service and example of this was looking 
at how posts were filled in a school mental health advisory service – 
could we help with a grant from the £50k allocation. 



 The role of Corporate Parents needs to be refreshed and members 
to be reminded of their responsibilities as a Corporate Parent which 
would include district councillors. 

 We looked at Equal Pay, Equal Work and NEET.  This was a priority 
identified by young people through the “Mark your Mark Ballot” 
programme.  We also looked at the NEET key performance indicators 
which are an issue in the Carlisle area and it was agreed that we ask the 
Children and Young People Scrutiny Panel to look into NEET as an 
issue. 
 

 Regarding Universal Youth Provision in the Carlisle area we looked into 
the provision that Dalston, Burgh and Beaument Parish Councils have 
done in forming and informal partnership to look at better co-ordination of 
youth provision in their areas.  The Youth Group had a programme of 
activities and was well supported by parents and volunteers.  The Group 
was putting together a plan to access Universal Youth Provision. 

 
Along with the Leader of the Council and Officers of the Council we have met 
Mark Riddell who is the DfE National Implementation Adviser for Care Leavers to 
look at the New Statutory Duties of the “Local Offer” for care leavers 16 years to 25 
years and Corporate Parenting in general in Cumbria.  I was asked in my role as 
County Champion for Young People Leaving Care. 
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